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| Allo a Letter from Father /2Cheſe, Conteffor to the French 
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French Kings 
DECREE 


Proteſtants. 


Prohibiting them the Exerciſe of their Religion, ec. 


A Brief and True Account of the Cruel P Þ Re | 


thoſe of the Reformed Religion, to make them 
Abjure and Apoſtatize. _ 
T as ith the Form of Abjuration the Revyoking | 
rottſtans arc to-Subicribe and Swear to, | 
Anda Declatationot his EleQoral Highneſs of 8randenburgh 


/in favour of thoſe of the Reformed Religion, who ſhal] 
/ think fic to ſettle themſelves in any of his Dominion, 


King, to Father Perre, Jeluir and Great Almoner te: 
the King of England, upon theMerhod orRule he muſ 
obſerye with His Majeſty, for the Converhion of His 
Proteſtant SubjeQs in England, 8c. 


Newly Tranſlated from the French. = 
Licenſed, January 18. 1682. | 
London, Printed for the Author, and Sold by the Book- 


ſellers of London and Wefminfter, 168g. | 


To which is added' j 


SECUTION and inhumane Oppreſſz-s ol j 


Y 
— 


4 "7 Ws of the King, Probibiting all j Publck Ex- 
erciſe of the Pretended Reformed Rrligi in bis 
Kingdom, ' wherein be Recalls: Wd totally Annuls 
the perpetual "af irrevocable Edit of King 
Henry IV. . his Grandfather ,. given at Nantes, 


if of" moſt gracious Conceſſions to. Proteſtants: 


EWES, by the Grace of God, King'© & Fr age - 
Navarre, ro all preſenc and to come, 'Greeting. King. 
Henry che Great, Our Grand-Father « of Glorious Me: | 

48S ory, 0 ropteyem, that the Which he had | 

rocured for his. Subj: "" afrer-the 
had Mica® WT the long contitittance of Civil 


might not be diſturbed by occaſion of, the Preendel 
ion, as it had ben during the Reigri of the Ki 

Pad” LA, Edidt given ar Nantes, in, ot 
regulated which wasto'b+ 

choſe of the fail Plices* 

ſtictro | 

for every 5g which 

Peace anc Fragoptity 19 Bt 
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ral FIR which had been ict to them, by the aforeſaid 
Edi: nbtwithRanding, the King, Our ſaid late Lord and Father, 

. aceordingto-his wonted Clemency,-gramed them another EdiQ at 
Nuſmes, in the Mop th of Fuly, 1629- by meansof which the Peace 
= ie Ringdots har en Reeftabliſhed;+rheſaib 


tame 5 yitand Zcal tor \Rclipi- 
Ne Sr nESn (h Ch60 Retun felolyed ro\make good 
lt this Thanqui Endedveuting to"\putithisPiois'Defign 
ia Exgcutrion : bur, Wars abrgad,; comirigegn a tew. years after, {0 
that from che Year 1635: tothe Truce which was coucluded with the 
Neiniees of Emope, tn 1GB4- the Kingdom' havingbecn only for forme 
ſhort lavervhds aRogahoy tree: tron I xoubles; ic was not poſſible to | 
do avy orher thing for the Advantage of Religion, fave only to di- 
niiniſh the render of Places permitted for rhe: Exertiſe-of the Pre- 
tends Refers Redgios, as, well by che Interdiftion of thoſe which 
i! rejudice to the  Dilpoſal made in theſaid 

rem Chambers. of Judicature, which 
pL pus =P, -of; Pap! ab Protefants ;; the 


i, was pply dove by Proyil Wk avd iofer 


CrEAL as thre ;atlength, it hath pleaſed God to eng Out 
Yi 2 a Pacegns c Our. {clves being no 16nger 
ac (axes _ = Fe Neha Fo nomic Wee are 
Thy > cake reve 
[ T | ves entit6- 
ly to him \r. 118 cliQ and 
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""< ſ-thany.other 
were-madec lincc We ref 
on of the ſaid Edi&: of Neat. an 


moni: and of yr ecaink 
ay 


Grand-Father, given ar Nantes,in April os 10 its whole, extent, to- 
gether with the particular Articles raificd May 2, next followi 
Leiters-Parene granted. thereupon 4 as likewiſe, the EdiQt given ar 
Niſmes, rig s Jeb: 1629. dcclaring themnulland void on A they had 
never nated z together with all the Cope: nd grained in * 
them;as Sell as other Declarations,EdiQts and Artelts; to thoſe of the 
Pretended 74 hue Religion, of what Nature focver they may be, 
which ſhall altcontinue as if they neyer had been. ; And 11 Fox 1s 
hereof, We Will and ic is Our Pleaſi agg The, althe Churchcgol ot 
of the Pretended Reformed Religion, ſcitiuate ifvOur, As ng 

45 


tries, Lands,and Dominions belonging to Us,beforthwi 

II. We forbid our SubjeQtsof the Pretended Reformed Hy 
AER themſelves, Rog rite ae” ok order; 0 the Exer 
their Religion. in..any Place or Houſe, under w «meth 
whether = aces | Jovgbe en 


ET oye Jul ey I 


i Velen ahb © MW Lor of what cohditi loevere 
agy Vub nie J their Houſes and Fj Y 


1 (oe) Taid-Higis | Ws Upon penalty.10 
24: rs Fay 


d Fae prlormed 


. Ul Do a Gar vec 


y who: pouring ro de Converted, 
Kr Religion, co de- 


0Y, 'Our wat and MAS. That thole Miniſters who hall be 

| Bond Bo! ntinue to erjoy during their Lives, and their Wi- 

as long as they continue ſo,the ſame Exem- 

- cagrogerp Quanecringot Souldiers, which they did 

en w- dna ag. ime of their Exerciſe of the Miniſterial Fun&tion. 

yer, We will cauſe to be paid to.che faid Miniſters,during their - 

Liyss, a ras Peafion, which by' a third part ſhall excced the appoinred 

[wes ;ce ; joxbeſ as Miniſter 5-the half-of which Penſion ſhall be 

cinved to their Wives, after rheir Deccaſe; as long as they ſhall 
continue in the ſtate of Widow-hood. 

"VE. Andin caſe any of the faid Miniſters ſhall be willing to be- 
come Adyocares, or to take the Degree- of DoRors in Law, we Wall 
'and Underſtand that they be'diſpenſed with, as to the three Yearsbf 
voy, -which are preſcribed by our Declarations; as requiſite, in ot- 

ec to the; taking of the ſaid Degree ;/and that, after have &d 

g he ordinary Examinations, they be forthwith. receiv ors, 

Wu only the. Majgry of thoſe dues, which are alially i paid upon 
count in ra, Aoberoc 

Fe We Probibickny \dvirs 4M Schools for IaſtroQting the Chil- 

thoſe of the Pretended Reformed Religion ; and in general, all 

Men; tags wharſocyer, which may lmport a Conceſſion, of What 
»Þ CIA Fi!) favour of the laid Net Gai 
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continued 
not return ing ou REI S s, or Tertitories und 
our Obedience, which they have forlaken, remain and beContilca: 
ted in purſuance of out Declaration ad 2oth.of dup Lk 
X. We moſt cxpreſly and ſtriftly forbid alt our SubjeQs of th 
ſaid Pretended Reformed Religion, them, their Wives or Childith, to 
depart out of our ſaid Kingdom, Countrics, 'Territorics aver" aus 
Obedience, or to Tranſport thence their Goods os Zihelts mag Pe- 
nalty of the Gally, for Men, and Confiſcation of Body and Goods 
for Women. | / 
XI. Our Will and Meaning is, That the Declaration made again(t 
thoſe who {hall relapſe, be Executed upon them according to their 
Form and Tenor. "2 une er wr 
B-F* Moreover, thoſe of the ſaid Pretended: Reformed Religion, iQ 
as 


others, may abide in the ſeycral reſpeRtive 
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Counſcllors, : people holdin 
Chief Juſtices, Froyoll, and et 
ir | and to t | nts, tharthiey- 

Publiſhed, and Regi is Or grain ry rheir 


arch AL 
eyen.in V e, and the ne nAoal 
without contreycai eds ſameto be EAN ;far-- 
fuch is Our Will and Plcaſure.,, And tothe end tommake ita thi 
firm and ſtable, we have cauſed Our Scal robe put tothe lame; 
ven at Fountainblean, in the Month of Ofeber, inthe Year pfGr;e 
685, and of OurReign the XLNE _ | Signed LEWES. » 
f VISA. This fignifies the Lord Chancellors Perufal: . 
Sealed with the Great Seal of Green-wax, p 
upon @ Red and Green fring of Silk. Regiſtred 
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$ovr -of the Proofs they have given Me-of 2 


thr Eo I wy a, &c, 


nd + g ples j5t : 
ute of lultie. ly wicks, | es of G4 
7 be. you i and Regiſtred- in - like.manner ; and 
Eire Dna i pup! 0h 1d, Attorney Genera), to take 
cd, and. put in Force ; and to certific the 


ng: Ar Toe in the Court of Facations, the 22th, of 
eri 


385. 
=: Signed 


r . 


De lt Bane. 
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A Letter of + bas Fra K ING to Us Eleftor of, Braiden- * 
»0argſ ys S. 4866. 


| Brother, 
Would not \oE difovrſed the Matter Toiiwrite to Me 6 bens, 40n 
© the behalf of My Subjetts of the Pretended Retormed Religion, 
} any other Prince, befides Your Self : But to iew Tou the par- 
ticular Efteem I have. for 6 F FP wr; begin nook telling Tal, that 
PT Perſons diſafſefted to myStrvi reed Sedit ts 
eming. Strangers ; avif. wn, 0h Aits gow Edifttt at were Paſo'd-; on fav0uy 
buf id. Subjects of the Prexended Reformed Religion, by the 
vgs My Predeceſſors, and Corfirnd by My Self, were not kept and exe- 
| "My Dominions;, which would have been contrary ts My Inten- 
ons + for -T wa bon that they be maintained in all *Priviledges, 
hich hape been Granted theni, and be as kindly us'd as My* Kher $4 Sub 
s-. To this T [ am Engaged both by My Royad- ord, ant in At 
ir Loyalty, dying 
bles, in which they took up Wms for My. Serviths, Und ad vi- 
ſe, and Jucce/sfully Overtbrow the.14 5 hi I 
ertywere contriving within My-087 Doininiont4ba0hl Mi rI4Ts At- 
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ban; and which contin tobe put in Pradtice in: other Places, 
againſt thoſe of the Reformed Religion i» France, for ts 
make them Renounce their Religjon. 


O* Saturday the 11th of Auguft, 1685. the Intendant of the Up- os 


perGuienne, Who Reſides at Montauban, having Surnmoned 
the Principal Proteffants of the ſaid City to come before him, repre- 
ſented unto them, That they could.notbe ignorant, chat the Abſolute 
Will and Pleaſure of theKing was, co Tolerate but One Religion 
in his Kingdom, viz. The Romean Catholick Religion 5; and theretore 
wiſhed them readily to comply with the ſame: And in order there- 
to,/ adviled them to Aſſemble themſelves, and conſider what 
Reſolution they would take. To this Reſolution ſome anlwer'd, 
That there was. no need- of their Aſſembling themſelvesnupon that Ac- 
count ; foraſmuch as every one of them in particular, were to Try and 
Exemine themſelves, and be atwaies in a readineſs to give areaſon of 
the Faith which wa in them. ; , | 
T he next Day the Intendant again commanded them to Meet to- 
ether in the Town Houle, which, he ordered, ſhould be letr tree 
orchem from Noon till Six of the Clock in the Evening : Where 
mecting accordingly,they Unanimouſly reGolved.as they had Lived, 
ſoo perkſt till Death intheir Religion : Which Reſolution ofcheirs 
there were ſome Deputed by them to declare ro the Intendant 3 who 
preſenting themſelves before him, he who was appointed Spoke(- 
man, began to Addreſs himſelf to the Intendant in theſe Words : 
My Lord, We are not unacquainted, how we are menaced with the grea- 
tet Violence —— Hold there, (aid the Intendant ( interrupting him ) 
No Violence. After this the Protefant continued ; But whatever 
Force or Violence may be put upon us, Here the Intendant incer- 
rupring him again, faid, I forbid you to uſe any ſuch Words : Ulpon 
Which Second Interruption, he contented himlelf to aflure bim in 
tew Words, That they were allrefolved to Live and Die in their- Rel:- 


£600. | 
The Day alter, the Battalion of La Ferre, conſiſting of 16Com- 
panies centred the City, and were elawed by many more. The 


Pro- 


/ 


A ſhort Account 'of the Violent \ ProceeFings, and unheard of | 
ating have been Exerciſed upon thoſe of Montau- | 
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tefarits all this while dtcaming of noother Deſign they: had againſt 
them; -bur- that [rok Sei :Eldates-avdwparantiiing bets, 
had alteatly-raken ſome Meaiures How-9 beat. be Taid-Tryai they 
had wade: a, Common Pule,, forthe Relict of ſuch who ſhould be 
moſt burchen'd with Qeariering ; and Were: ccme to a Relolution to 
poſſeſs what they had n Common 7 But,- Alas! how fat thele-poor 
Souls were miſtaken in their Acccunts, ' ard how different the Treat- 
ment they received from the Dragoons Was, irom what they bad cx- 
petted,” I ſhall now Relate to you.” s 
© - Firſt therefore; in order ro their Executing the. Defipn and Pro- 
ze they had fornied againft ther, they made'the Souldiersrake up 
their Quarters in one certain place of the City ; bur withal,” appoint- 
edſeveral Corp Ze Guards to cn oft the Communication which One 
part of the City might have with the Other, and poſets'd theroſelves 
of -the Gates, that nene might make their Eſcape; T hings being 
thus ordered, the T roopers S- uldiersand-Dragoons began tg pradtiſe 
allmanner of Hoſtilities, and - Ciuelries, wherewirh the Devil can 
Inſpire the moſt Inbuman and Reprobate Minds: T hey mari'd and 
defacd their Honſhold-fluft, broke their Looking-Glatles, and'other 
like Utenfils and Ornaments ; thev-ler their Wine run abourttheir 
Cellars, caſt abroad and (poil'd the!ir Corn, and other Alimentary 
Proviſions: And as for thoſe things which they could not break and 
daſh to pieces, as the Furniture of Beds, Hangings, Tap:ftry, 'Lin- 
net, "Wearing Apparel, Plate, and 'T hings of the like Nawre ; 
theſe they carried to the Market-place, where the Jeſwits bought 
them-of the Souldiers, and encouraged Roman Catholicksto' dothe 
like: : They did-not ſtick to Sell the very Honſes of fuch, who were 
moſt reſolute and conſtant in their Profefhon. hb is fuppoled, ac- 
cording toa Moderate Calculation, that in the time of four or five 
daies,” the Protefants of that City. were the poorer by a Million of 
Money, than” they were before the cnrring. of) theſe Miſhonaries. 
There were Souldicrs; who demanded \Fourhutidred Crows apiecc 
-of-ctheirHoſts for (pending-Money-; and'many Protefants were forced 
to pay down Ten Piſtols to each Souldicr, pon the {ure Account. 
 Inthe meantime; the outrages they committed tipon their Perſons 
were moſt deteſtableand Barbarons; I ſhalt only here ſet down ſome 
few, of which I have been particularly inform'd. A certain T aylor 
called Bearneis,was bound and drag'd by the $0n1diers to-the Corp Je 
Guard, where they Boxed'and'Buffenodhigt'+H Night, all _ 
1 ows 


| bis DiniogRoom 4Stable-for their Honles, thowheFurniun 

was Valued at10990 Lwwres, andior&d him to turn'theBroacherill 
his Arm was ncar butne, byhcir.continuabcaſting: of Wood ws 
the Fire... A Pallenger as he went through the faid Ciry, faw- 
Souldiers bearinga poor Man even to Death, torcorforcehimtd go 
to Maſs, 'whilſt ric canttant Matryr to his laſt Breath, cryed, ute 
would never 4 it, and only requeſted they would Diſpurch anid ntake 
an end of him. The Barons of Canſſade and/De {a Motte; "whoſe 
'Canſtancy and Picty might have inſpired Courage and Reſalutiva 
to the reſt of the Citizens, were (cnt away 2a Cahors) AMonkeut 
D' Aliez,' onc of the prime Gentlemen of Montdhimrbeinga:Venc- 
rable Old Man, found foill-Erearment at their hehdgasir's chought 
he will ſcarcely eſcape with Life. Monſieur. De Garriſon, 'who was 


one- of the moſt contiderable Men of rhatCuy,rarndaninrimare - 


Friend of the-Intendant, went and caſt himiclfac FO mars ©: 
his Proteftion, and conjuring him to rid&hith of: his Soukdiers; 1 
he might have-noforcepnt.upon bis Cohiſcience;. adding,” That in 
Recompence of the Favour he beg'd of him, -He would weltingly give 
bim-all hehad, which was to the Value of abouca- Million of Livress 
wor, all his Entreaticsand Profters, he:could/ not: tm the leaſt pre- 
yall wich the Intendant ,, who gave order, that for Terrortothe = 
m_—__— he ſhould be worle ufcd thanthe reft; by-dragginghim 
cets. |» GA. 368% | 
The Method chey-moſtgammonly made uſe of, tor ro rmake them 
Abjuce their-Religion, and-whicl.conld 'nor be the product of any 
thing but Hell,” was this; Some of the moſt ſtrongand vigorous 
Souldicrs,: took their Hoſts, orocher-perſonsof the Houtfe;and walk'd 
thera up aud-Uown in ſome Chamber, cofitinually tickling chem and 
toffing them like aBall from ane to another wirhonr giving ther whe 
leaſt Intermiſſion, and keeping them im chis condition torthree daies 
and nights together, without Meat, Drink; or:Sleep: When chey - 
were.ſa weaticdaod faincing, thariithey could no Johger ftand upon 
their Legs, they latd them 00. a Bed, continuing as teforexoFickle 
and Torment. theon; > ire 1fome time,” whea-they''thoughb rhieta 
fornewhar recovered, (they made cher riſey and/ walked cheap 
and-ddwn asbelgre, lodat times Tixklingy/ and: other times Laſhing 
them wich Rods;-to keopthenytrom doen ' 'Asſoon as one Par- 
| 2 ry 


ek oeh a Vigour and Violence reiterated 'che © 
Game Courde,” :By:this Infernal laycation (which they had formerly 
u_—_ oh” with ſaccels; in Bearn and other places many went 

itrafted, and others became Mopiſh and Stupid, and remain fo; 

\Thoic who raade their Eicape, were fain to abandontheir Eſtates, 
yea, their Wives, Children, and Aged Relations, tro the Mercy of 
theſe Batbarous,' and more than Savage Troops. - The ſame Cruel- 
rics were acted at Negrepliſe, a -Ciry near'to Montauban ; where 
theſe Bloody Emiſlaries committed unparalleld Outrages. 1/2ac 
Ravir, a Citizen of that Place, was hung up by his Arm-pits; and 
rormentcd a ory wry. by pinching and tearing off his Fleſh wich 
Pincers;z though by all Gus they were not able: ro ſhake his Con- 
ſancy in the leaſt. The Wite of caciingſbn, Joyner, being vio- 
lently dragg'd by the Souldiers along the , for to her to 


Church Porch. 
Amongſt other their Deviliſh. Inventions, this was one : They 
made a great Fire round about a Boy of about Ten Years of Ape 3 


hear Maſs, dycd of this cruel and inhumane T reatment, as ſoon as 


whocontinuatly, with Hands and Eyes lifted up to-Heaven, cryed, 
My God, help me 5 and whenthey ſaw the Lad reſolved to Dye fo,ra- 
ther than renonnce his Religion, chey fnatch'd hint from the Fire; 
when he was atthe verypoint of being Burnt. The Cities of Cauf- 
fade, Realville, Sc. Anthonin, and other Towns and Places in the Up- 
per Guinng, mace With the ſame Entertainment, as well as Bergerac, 
and mariy other Placcs of Perigend,and of the Lower Guinne; which 
| had a like ſhare of theſe cruel and inhumane Uttages. * » - 

\The forementioned Troopsmarched ar laſt tro Cafres, tocommir 
the ame Infolencies and Barbaricics there alſo: And 'it 1s ngt-to be 
doubted, but thatzthey will continue, and carry on the ſame courſe 
_ of Cruelties, where-ever they go ; if God, in Pircy and Compaſſion 

crohisPeople, do nor reſtrain them. / 
- kr istobe feared, (for it ſeems bur too probable) that this dreadfut 
Perſcturion: in conjunction with thoſe Arrifices the: Papifty make uſe 
of to diſguiſe their Religion, and to-perſwade Protefants, that they 
ha}l-be luffered to Worſhip God-as formerly, will make many to 
coniply with them; or at leaſt make their Mouths give their Hearts 
theLyc, in hopes of beingby this means pur.into a condition ts _ 
| their: 


and returning to thar Profeſſion, waich their 
Tn Snccall for choſe Wnt ako 
ye ty Fatas? £15 1s RO all ; Or tholte POOr w | 
Deviliſhwaysof theirs, they have made to Blaſpheme _— 
- their Religion, as if this were nor enough,mult now become rhe Per- 
ſecutors = von abouy: er tore Children, mtr = 
oblige and force; them ro Renounce alta:z-4or they are t | 
if whhin'chtee days time they do not make their whole Family Re-* 
cant in like manner, thoſe-rough Apoſtles (the Dragoons) ſhall be fain 
ro take further pains with them, in order to the perteRing of their 
Converſion. And who after all this can have the leaſt doube, bur - 
that theſe unhappy Dragoons arc the very Emiſlaries of cl], whole 
very laſt Efforts and Deaths ſtruglings theſe ſeem tobe? | 
This Relation hath given a ſhort view of ſome of thoſe Sufferings, 
the Reformed have und-rgone, but nor of all : k is certainz:that-1n . 
diyers places they have trycd to wear out their Patience, and over- 
come their Conftancy by applying Red-hat Irons to the Hands and; 
Feer of Men, and to the: Breaſts of Women. | At -Nantes theyrhung 
up ſeveral Women and Maids by | their Feet, and athers by their * 
Arm-pirs. and that ſtark Naked,chns expofing them to publick View 
which affuredly isthe moſtcrucl and exquitite Suffering can befall 
that Sex; becaulc in this cale their Shametac'dneſgand Mod is 
moſt ({enfibly rouched, which is the moſt render parr of their 
They have bound Mothers that gave Suck umto Poſts, and ict-their 
lictle Infants lye Languiſhing in their ſight, without being; fuffered 
to Suckle them for ſeveral days, and all this while left chem crying, 
moaning,and gaſping for Life, and even Dying for Hunger & T hictt, 
that by thismeans they might Vanquiſh the Conſtancy oftheir Ten- 
der-hearted Mothers, Swearing co chem ghey would never permdic 
they ſhould give them Suck till they promiſed ro Renouncerheir Prb- 
hon of the my They have taken Children of Four or Five 
Years of Age, and kept them from Meat and Drink for ſome time, 
and when they have heen ready to faint away and give up the Ghoſt, 
they have brought thear before their Parents, and horribly Afﬀevc- 
rated, that except they ' would Turn, they muſt prepare. themlelyes 
to ſee their Children Languiſh and Dye in their -preſence.- - Some ; 
they have bound before a great Fire, and being halt Roaſted, have + 
afrer let chem go: They beat Men and Women outragioufly 3 they 
drag them along the Screers,, and Torment them day-and _ 


F 


| uyreley: took? was/ ro give them 'no (reſt; for the 
- Souldiers do continually Relieve one Trveher for tr Dragy Beat, 
-{#Foredenr ami, Fol up aud down the't Miſerable Wrerches; With- - 
—avetotermiſlion;, If ic happen that any by their: Patience and Con- 
-Hancy do ftandirout, and Triumph over a!l the Rage and Fury of 
crhoſe .Drugoas, they"go'ro their Commander na comin him, 
hep haveidoneatichey>could; bur. yer wichour the defired: tuccels ; 
"aibd'ina{ Barbarous andisurly: Tone; wilwers them 3' Tow mupt re- 
"tarunpon' them, aHid" do worſe than you have done , the King Com: 
minds i; either twey mat. Turn, or I muft. Burt and Periſh in the At- 
'tempe.i© iT hee are the pleaſant Flowry Paths, by which the Papiſs 
allure Protefants to returntothe Boſome of rheir Church: - © + + 
- But ſome ie maybe will' object; You make a great noiſe. about a 
fmall. marcer, / all Protefants have not been cxpoied to theſe Cruel- 
'ties, *bur'only-ſome few obftinate Perſons: Well, I will tuppoſe ſo, 
bur yetithe-Horror of thoſe Torments Inflicted on ſorneg-hath fo 
Hal'dheTmagination of theſe Miſerable W retches, tliat the very 
ohowghes ob them [hath 'made them comply ; 'it is undeed'a Weak- 
:nels of which weare aſhamed (for theit lakes, and from whence 
we hape God will raiſe themvagain, 'in his due time; yer thusmuch 
[we may alledge!for their excuſe, that neyer was any Perſecution, 
- upon prerence of Religion, carticd on to that pitch, and with thar 
./Policick Malice:and Cruelty that this hath been ;' and therefore, of 
:all thoſe 'which ever the Church of Chriſt groar?'d under, none can 
' can. be compar'd with ic. 'Truc indeed'it is, that in lormer Apes it 
- hath beencommon to Burn the Faichful under the Name of Here- 
ticks; bur how few were there expoſed to that cruel kind of Death, 
in compariſon of thoſe who eſcaped the Executioners hands > Burt, 
"behold here a great People at once Oppreigd, Deftroy'd, and Ruinid 
a vaſt-Army-of prodigious Butchers, - and: few: or none eſcaping. 
- Former yea latetimes bave given as ſome 4nſtances of ; 
'but/theſe: were only violent” Tempefts, and (udden Hurricanes, which 
[lafted:but a Night, or, ar the moſt, a:few daics, and they whodut- 
fered\.in them were {von out of theirjpains, and the far greater num- 
» ber eſcaped-che dint of them: but how much more dreadtful-isthe 
preſent condition of the! Prote#ants in Frence ?. And to the end we 
-"maytakeattueviewand right meaſures of it, Het us confidery that 
/nothing carr be conceived more terrible, than Stare of "War; bur 
What War to be compared with This? They fee 'a whole Ronny! * 
h utch- 
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cherly Cannibalscntring their rye} po troop, rad 
ing, and-Deftroyingawiraievercomes to hand Swearing, Carting - 
and Blaiphewlirge dike Devils ; beating ro exceſs, 7 offeringall man- 
ner ot Indigniries:and Violence ,.divertiog themiclves, and ftriving 
to out-vyrach other in inveuting New Methods of- Pain-and Tor- 
ment 3/ not-to be appealed with Kaney; or 'good Cheary foaming 
and rating like Kayenousraging Lyons z- and preſenting Death;-at 
every moment ; and that which is worte than all this, driving Pcople 
to Diſtration, and ſenlclels Stupidity, by thoſe Deviliſh Invenrions 
we have given you au Inſtance of in che Relation of Montauban-. 
» Morcover; T his Pepfecurion hath one CharaQetriſtical Noremore; 
which, without any Exaggeration, will give it the Precedence in 
Hiſtory for Cruclry, above all thole whichthe Church of God ever 
ſuffered under Nero, Maximines,or Dicclefian 3 which is, 'T heſevete 
Prohibition of departing the Kingdom, upon pain of Confiſcation of 
Goods, / of the Gally, ot the Lafh,and perperual Impriſonmene. - All 
che Sea'\Ports are kept with that ExaQtnels, as if it wereto hinder 
the Eſcape of Traytors, and commen Enrmics: All-che* Prifong"et 
Sea:Port-Towns are cramm'd with thrie miſerable Fugitives; Men 
Women, Boys, ang Girls; who thcreare Condemned corhe worſt 
of 'Punmhments, for having h2d a deiire to ſavethemſclves from-this 
dreadful} Perſecution, and deluging Calamity, This is tho Thing 
which is-anparalle!'d; and of- which we find no Inſtance : Thisas 
that Superlative Exceſs of Cruelty, which we ſhall nor find io the 
Liſt of all the Violent and Bloody Procecdings of the Duke of 4+ 
»a : He Maflacred, he Behea he Butchered ; bur at leaſt; he 
did not Prohibit thoſe that could, to make their Eſcape.. Inthe. 
lat Hangarian Perſecution, nothing wasrequired of the Protefatte, 
but only that their Miniſters ſhould Baniſh themſelves, and Aban- 
+ don and Renounce the Condu of their Flocks ; and becguſe they 
were unWilling to obey theſe Orders, therefore it is they\ baye 
Groan'd under ſo long, and fo Terrible-a Perſecution; [as $&y- 
have done, - But this Hwngarian Perſecytion 1s not to be compared 
with that we are ſpeaking of z for-the Fury of rhat Tempeſt-dil+ 
charged it felf wpon the Miniſters only ; no Armies were Im- 
pioy'd, to torce the People to change their Religion, by-a thouſand 
{cyeral waies of Torment; much lels did it eves-enter:the Th 
ot-the Emperors Councel, to ſhut up all the Protefants.in Hungary; 
i" oder to the deſtroying of all thoſe who would not abjure their 
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| Redgong which yet the very condiion of ſo many wreched Per 
\ | - Jons in France, who beg. it as the higheſt Favour at che Hands of 
' . their Mexcilels Enemies, to have Leave togoand beg their Bread ia 
a Foreigu Country 3. being willing to leave their | and all 
other qutward Conveniencies, behind chem; for to lead a poor, mi- 
ferable, laaguiſhing Life in any Piace, where only 'they may be {ut- 

fered to Dye in their Religion,' And is it not from all this moſt a1- 
ents that thoie Monſters who have Inſpired the King with thei: 
- havorrefin'd the Myſtery of Periccuting to the utmoſt, ati 

advanc'd it ro irs higheſt pitch of PerteQion 2 
. O Great Gad ! who from thy Heavenly Throne does behold all the 
-  Outrages done. to thy People,, haſte Thee to help ws | Great God, whoſe 
 Compaſſins are Infinite, ſuffer thy Self to be touched with our extream 
Deſolation | 1f Men be Inſenſ6ble of the Calamities we ſuffer, if they be 
deaf to our Cries, not regarding our Grones and Supp/ications 3 yet let 
thy Bowels, Ol.ord, be moved, and affett Thee in our behalf. Glorious 
God, for whoſe Names ſake we ſuffer all theſe things, 'who knoweft our 
Innocence and Weakneſs, as well as the Fury and Rage of our Hdverſa- 
es, the ſmall S1:pport and Help we find in the World ; Behold, we periſh, 
if thy Pity. doth not rouze Thee up for our Relief. It is Thou art our 
Rock, our God, our Father, our Deliverer : We do not place our Confi- 
dence in any, but Thee alone : Let us not be confounded, becatſe we put 
our Truff in Thee. Haſte Thee to our Help ; make no long tarrying, O 
Lord, our God, and our Redeemer | 


. 
- 


* 
. 


\ 


my 


ICT 0 _— - 
—— = RG —_ -— — 


E—— GP—= — 


'Y 


4 Letter ſent from Bourdeaux, giving an Account of the Perſecution 
| of thoſe of the Proteſtant Religion in France. 


:;44*K : 
WAH you have heard concerning the Petſccurion of thoſe that 
| arcof our Refigion, in the Land of Bearne, Guinne, and Be- 
rigord, is bur too true ; and I can affure «you, that they who have 
given.you that Account, have been fo far from amplifying the Mar- 
er, thatthey have only acquainted you with ſome few particulars ; 
yeram I not ſo. much farprized at the difficulty you find to perſwade 
your ſelf, that the things of which your Friends [ntorm you, arc 
_ ..truc: In caſesof this Nature,ſo amazingly unexpeQed,we are apt ot- 
29 ten 
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return to her: 0 
aL ner hav ro find 
the ao Ne ulage, and molt cruel P 2 ng 
Ages have on her-cxpoſed ro ſuch T Tryals as theſe, which are. 
recehry fo Re Teng of her Faith, and ſo fita pres. ns: 
rure Glory. Neither 18 ir an Y, Bhat "wondet,. i 
Ttyals, vaſt numbers of he's "wogden, i} amid ot yer 
do now Reriounce and forſake it it: RE know that all have nor NN 
Ck more tlan probable, that they who do not follow; 
/ butt becauſe” ey Thee by by ir, and ed the Loaycs, willceaſc-to 
of his Retinuc e is about to oblige them co bear his Croks 
and'den ay Bur. that wh Inconceiyable ta mc, 
is, thatyur Enemics ſhonld picch upon fuck: ftrange ways and mer 
rhods to deſtroy us, as they have done, and that,' in ſo doing, they 
ſhould mect with a- 2 tucrelslo prodigious and doleful. -1fhall ar] 
2k.) can Heads to give you an account of ſo much as 1 


All thoſe Gin Nedarations, and deſtrutiye Arreſts, which 
cofinually were Sucd for, and qbrain'd againſt us, 'and, which weae 
Execored with the Extremit r of Rigour, were {carce able'to move 

f ns... gore forbidding of our Publick kwerciles, thedemo- 
Chur | 
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| of othet/ were (till 
Sur __ peer? ere x toon 


were by Criminal cbr mare Lin, at 
we were put-to ab 


unjuſt prerenees hae were not 


| able ro wear-ourour Patience,” winch as Fs or againſt all Cala- 
- mtizs: inforauch asthedefign 


eaſt gy = Dabdndogth the Truth of 
the Go!pe I; i inaidiyth bave been Ship-wrack'd, it no, other 
means been raken Þ andor this Re. Bur, Alas ! Our 
Enemies were teo Ingenious, to be bauk'd fo; and' had taken our 
Ruine roo much to. Heatt, not to ſtudy for means effefual and pro- 
per-co-bring-about rheir defires : * T hey call'd ro mind What Prodi- 
giousuccelsa new kind of Perſecution had had of late Years in Foftor, 


Aunix, and Xaintonge, which the Intendants of thole.places had be- 


thought. theraſclycs: of; and chey-made no difficulty to have Re- 
courſe tothe fare, as tO 2 means Insllible, and nor to-be doubt- 
cd of. 

1-muſt tell you, Sir, That we had-not the leafl thought thatever 
ſach violegt Methods as theſe, would have been picched upon,asthe 
means of our Converſion : We werealways of Opinion, that nonc 
bur Denmieux's, and Mari/laes, could be fic Inſtrument jor fuch 
like Earerprizcs.z ficither could we ever have Imagin'd, that Gene: 
ralsof Armies, who-account ir a Shame and Reproach to Attack and 
take ſore pau ulcry Town or - Village, ſhould ever debaſe themſelves . 
to:Belicge Old Men, 'Women, atid Children.in their own Houſ:s ; - 
ar thateverSouldicrs,who think themſelves canobled by their Swords, 
ſtould degrade themſelyes ſo far,” as torake up the Trade of Butchers 
and'Hangmen, -by rormencing poor Innocents, and inflicting. all 
ſorts'of Paniſhments upot thery. . 

' Morcover, we were the _ +. cxporiatog of any-ſuch thing, ke- 
cauſe at the Ry ave. ted us in this mannes,, Oy 
youre needs perſwade a oth reve ht tha RT 


Al oy wes Fo Wd | fo! 
w 6a en from | - 
7 ge py Lars 


them —_ and Jogierdh's 


'Ye now,by E nee We! Ard AHA 0 ace * our [atarkoy 
ſofar from ET | I tha | 
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- us;;, which they did by. permitting ſome of our Publick-Exetciſes of 
el 3-4 lying way £0-our Building of fone Churches, by ſet- 
cling Miniſters in diyers places ro Baptize our Chiltren,” and by.pub- 
liſing ſeveral: Arccſts arid. Declatations, which gig intimareto us, 
that we had reaſon-to hope we- ſhould -yer $ubliſt for ſonte* Years : 
'Such was that Declaration,” by which all Miniſters were ordered to 
.change their Churches eyery three years. | : 
The ther was, to ſecure all che Sea-Porrs ofthe Kingdom, fo as 
none. might make their eſcape, which was d5nc by renewing 
Antient Prohibitions of departing cheKingd6m withour leave, . bur 
with the addition of far more. (evere Penalties. ; 

Atter theſe precautions thus taken, they thought thernſelves.no 
lovgcr oblig'd to-keep any meaſares, but immediately lift up the - 
.hand, to give the laſt blow for our Ryine. - The Intendunts had or- 
der to-repreſent.to us, That the King was reſolved to ſuffer no other Re- 
Jigion in his Kingdom befides his own,and to Command us allin his Neme, 

»readily to Embrace the ſame, without allowing s-@ny longer reſpite to 
confider what we had to do, than a few days, nay, bours., threatning 
us,- That if we continued obſtinate, they would force us toit by the extre- 
mity of -Rigour ; and preſently Executing theſe their Menaces,' byfilling 
our: Houſes with Souldiers, to whom we were to be left for a Prey ; -and 
who, not content with entirely Ruining of us, ſhonld beſides exercife upon 

our Perſons all the Violence and Cruelty they could poſſibly deviſe :* And 
all thiso oyercome our Conſtancy and Perſeverance, | 

Four Months are nowpaft and gone, fincethey began romake uſe 
of this ſtrange and horrible way.ot Convercing People, worthy © 
and well becomitlg its'Inyemors. . The Ouibny of Bearne was fit 
keruporzas being one, of che rhoſt conſiderable Out-partsof the King- 
dom, to the cad that this miſchievous enterprize gaining ſtrength m 
irs paſſage, might ſoonafrer over-whelm, 'andas it were delnge all 
the other Provinces.in rhe fame'Sea of the urtercoft calamity; Mon- 
.ieur Foycaxt the Intendatk, wet himſelf in Perſon to all rhe/places 

- where we were ih any nutnbers, *and commanded allthe Inhabreants 
-; that were of the-Proteſtant Religian, under the Penalty, of grea 
.mercements, to Allerable cheraſclyes in thoſe places he 
- them 3 where being a y ner ro , he ghat 
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4 ready obedience';, and this threatning of his being mttiediately fol- 
Jowed by the. EfleCt, as Dates b dey Ts the Houſe, 
of all thoſe who abode conftant if their eſolutbn'ro Live ahd Dic 
4 Lone to theit Lord ard Maes eo Chriz, with Soaldiers; and 
ommands thoſe inſolent Troops (fAleſtrd with Blood and Slaughter) 

to give them the worſt Treatment they could pelſibly devile. 
.. Iſball nat undertake, Sir, to give voua particular Account of thoſe 
Excel $and Out-ragcs, ict caraged Brutals comminted in Executing 
e Orders they-werecharged with ; the Relation would prove too 
tedious and dolcful : Ic ſhall ſuffice me totel} you, That they did not 
forget any,ching that was Inhuman, Barbarous, or Cruel, withour 
havingregard roany Condition, Sex or Age; they pull'd down 
aid; demgliſhed their Hovles ; they ſpoil'd, da{t'd to picces, and 
burnt cheir bcſt Moveables and Houſhold-Rtuff; they bruifed and 
beat to. Death Venerable Old Men ; they dragg'd Honourable Ma- 
- trons to Maſs, without the leaſt piry or reſpe& ; they bound and Fet- 
d] *rigns, as if they had bcen the molt Infamous and 
ofligate Yillaids;. they hung them- up by: their Fecr, till they faw 
th ieady ro give. up the Ghoſt; they raok Red-hor Firt-fhovels, 
and beldthemcloſe to their bare heads, and atually et them 
Jax gt parts oftheir Bodics; they Immaur'd them within four Walls, 
here they lerthem periſh for Hunger and Thirſt : And the Con- 
Nancy wherewich they. ſuffcr'd all thele Torments,, having had no 
cher c bur thatot augmentipg the, Rage of theſe Fate they 
neverccalcd inventing new, Waics of Pain an Tortbre, till their 1n- 
Hwcvagity 4 had 
an 
all 
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Fogth got the Vidtory, and Triamphed over thc 

ience and Faith, of thelc anniſerable Wretehes. Infonueh, thar of 

all: thoſe many numerous Aſſemblies, we bad in that Province, as 
thacof Pat, © Archer, © Nougrre, Os. | 
/ : ; hocuher their 33 its 4 I 


cation, they reſolved 

otime; bur ecuting their work, they trmme- 

ia | AL ; ot F 20 þ LIES Y 3 Arm: | c Va ds Montaubar; where 
40 ay kc. ummoned it ; Cirizens.to appear before him, 
them.m EY me Language, as was uſed tothoſe bt 
-having returned abourthe fame Anſwer,he 
| or- 


 Bearne 3 Whercunto they 
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59. 'Men to onter the City, and makes them ke ” 
bp as at Bearne, in the "Houtes bf arp 
preſs Cortittiand ro Treat in like SS i chi & 7 > ddife - 
hols of Bearne : Tm" theſe 6mmpgy Wretches were fo o_ 
vern Egccoring t pl Orders, t 4 2'O0r r5coo. Soul 
of which that Church dide conliſt, not aboye 20 or 1 Palettes 
clcaped ; who, in a doleful and” torlorn Condition, wandet' up and 
down the Woods, and hide themſctves itt Thickes: The rain of 
this Important Place, drew afterir the Deſolation'of'all _ 
about it ; which were all Envclopedin'the fame'commoh Ca 
as thoſe of Realmont, Bourniquel, Negrephſſe, &c. 636 | 
Yet was not the condirion of the Chajcheyi in the Upper m_ 
more ſad and calamitovus, than that- of thoſe of the 13=woarnl 
and of Perigord ; which this hortible Deloge hath Jikqwilep 
whelm'd. Monſicur Bouflers, and the Intendant, _—_— | TH you 
Country berween them. Monſieur de Boufters taking. for - 
Heenow, Tonnein, Clerac, with che adjoyning ar Nas ; Goal the > nh 
ant baving taken.upon him toreduce Flew, Monravel, Genfſae,Car- 


ontras, DN, Kc. TheTr wh ich th commanded, 
nr bn Wie tts Ae : 2g xd 


pa 
thro #ift; "New Mourning and 
chrough, ment rd Meg Dea, 


There as at the ſame time 17 Companies at bag Pine at N-- 
rac, many in ion'in allorheg'pargs: 'So hel 
ig ag epi Troops, accuſtonyd to Liceiirio 
ge,there isnot any one of the faid places, where th | 
ny dreadfokemarkiof thei Rage and Cruelty; 'h 
means of their exquifite Gs roade of ole of Gn i 
ſabmie rhemſelyes EE, Face warS: of Ron He 0006 
Burtoraſmuch oy cur ly or the 
Trials it had mot'gloti Sriefrrnt 
ty {enfible a Ninyl-ggs | 
Deſign,to make Morte on Ky wh 2s, at any 'ptice* 
ever; they SY Lech not to.atr the en ik moreRe: 
{ ution and of the atententio | 
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.Thislirtle, wn mar three years ro er, - with ad 
iurable parſence and Fo avs hentai: arriget 
ions from. 265 who had pre ther'ts the very 


piiſige for Soul- 


diers ; 


Bones : for beſide: thar, ic was almoft a cont 


© rOTerurn:; ;The deſign, Fees EPR to Ln, this AL wo 

roops of Horſe areim ordcred thither, to abſeryetheln- 
= is, and on, afker- 32  Companics of Foot c enterthe Town: 

onlicur Reperopnd the Intendant.ot the Provinceqwith the Biſkops 

and Perigzexx, and ſome otherPerions of Quality, r:nder 

es there at the ſame rime, and ſend for 299-of the chigtelt 

Clinentip appcar before them ; telling them, That the Kings Ex- 


preſs. Wilt and - Phefere was, they ſhould all go to Maſ3 ; and that in 
pj had order to compel them to it : To which 


| oa y anſwered, That their Eftates were at the 
. diſpoſe of his Majefty,but that God alone was Lord of their Conſciences ; 
eng that they were reſolved to ſuffer to theutmol, ratber than do any 
onitrary to the motions of .it.- Whcreupon they were told, That 
936 were ſoreſolped, they aye nought elſe to do but to prepare hem: 

FA = to receive the Puniſhment the ir, Opflinacy and Diſobedieuce did de- 
iatcly. 32 Compacues morcof Infanryand Canal: 


X32 
which, cr with rhe, 34 
ES. or wich Protefants.) with PapeeCom: Com- 
opare any thing they had, androcxercile all manner of 
ſons of thole e that entertain'd ther, until they 


a Promiſe from ther, todo whatſoever Was 


- ne thus Excaued, according to the deſires of 
pad given them,and theſe miſerable Vittimsof a Barbarous 
ing reduc'd to the molt deplorableand deſolate 
<p $5400, {ent for to the Sore bonk: and. once; 
ir Religions and they. anſ pres cars in 
and With al thRelpeF,Familicg.a and Subepnfior gina- 
t the Matter required of them, was the ng they cond not 
fe pr Rigor and Scycrity is denounce neg them ;and 
they preſently 0 meu ocd their Words, by ſending 34-morc Compa- 
ED the Cir ; which mage } pp 46% tull.n ber of a n tandred ; : 
a, themſelves from. their moans fling like en- 
alves upon.cheſe innocent Sheep, did rend and worrythem 


;n luch a-manner, as the ſole Alana, cannot burſtrike with ag" 
| a 


10000. Livres, were raxed-at the rate of x50; Livres a 


ay Arnazement. a neadd 


vtieCitizen z and Perſons whoſe whote Eftare did® nor menne wo 
4 When 
_ Money is gone, they-ſel-their Houſhold-ftuff, and: for 
pence, Which hath-coft 66. Livrey;-they bind and ferrer Farher, 
ocher, Wike and Children: Four Souldiers continually -ftand arthe 
—_ hinder any from coming'in to ſuccour or. comfort theme : 
= keep ther in this-condirion, rwo, threeyfour, five, and fix days, 
our either-Mear, Drink, 6r Sleep: 'On otie hatdithe'Ehild tics, 
with the Languiſhing accent of one ready to Dye,” 4h my Father ! 
Ab my Mother | What ſhall Ido ?' T muff Dye, I can endure'ns longer : 


- "The AV iſewon the other hand cries; 4/45 ! my Heart fails me, TFaint, 


T'Dye !- Whilſt their cruel Tormencors are to fat-trony being rouchtd 
with Compaſlion, that trom thence they rake occaſion to-preſerhem 
afrcity; j0w! | to renew their Torments; igri chem wich rheir Hel- 
liſh accompanied witch moft execrable Oaths and Curſes ; 
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